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Tower-mounted Antennas improve
RF Safety for Gell Phone Users

[t may seem counter-
intuitive, but sometimes
the best way to reduce
RF exposure

for schoolchildren

who use their cell
phones is to place

the antenna tower
closer to the school.

By Richard R. Strickland

When the subject of installing a tower
with wireless antennas or putting wire-
less antennas on existing structures
such as water tanks or church steeples
comes up, itoften raises strong feelings.
You just made a deal to lease space on
your rooftop to a wircless company, and
now you are having second thoughts as
to what problems this might introduce.
Somebody just noticed the antennas on
the roof of the school — how dare they
put children at risk!

Questions such as this come up every
day. With the information available
on the Internet, everybody is quick
to do some research. But putting it all
together and making sense of it is far
from casy. RF standards and regulations
can be confusing. And applying this
information to your particular situation
is even more difficult.

People are often afraid of the un-
known. In the case of new installations
of wircless antennas, they often fear the
worst and think that by fighting the instal-
lation, they are making things safer for
their families and themselves. Nothing
seems to spark more concern than propos-
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When you consider how high up the antennas are on a wireless tower, it is
easy to see why there is nothing to worry about in terms of RF energy at
ground level.
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